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Dear Councillors 
 
This is a background brief on proposals made by the Road Safety Advisory Committee. The 
committee are committed to finding properly researched and justified improvements to the parish 
and not simply making random, uncoordinated proposals. 
 
This has been a difficult 8 months with very poor response to enquires of some departments, such 
as Highways England, whilst LCC Highways have been obstructionist to our aims in their response. 

Recent communication with LCC Highways regarding the introduction of the 40mph zone on the 
approach from Normanton revealed: 
 
"Furthermore, we can confirm that that Miller Homes had originally proposed a priority give way 
system at this site, but also mentioned that they would consider a 40mph speed limit buffer as well. 
Upon assessment of the request, the priority giveway proposal was deemed unacceptable for the 
highway at this location, however the 40mph speed limit buffer was accepted.  

 Lastly, we would like to confirm that as part of the consultation, which ran between 06 February 
2020 and 26 February 2020, the County Councillor and Police were contacted for their comments 
on the proposal to which they responded in support. Whereas the County Council had received no 
comments nor objection to the proposal from the Parish Council." 

So the developer proposed an effective 'Village Gateway' approach, which would be inline with the 
wishes of the community, but LCC Highways rejected it. Further, our Parish Clerk can find no 
record of the alleged Consultation on the subject last year. 
 
The committee wish the PC to discuss the following proposals and have asked they be included on 
your agenda.  
 
 
River Depth Marker 
 
In February, the committee reviewed the ongoing issue of vehicles being stranded in the river 
crossing during flood conditions. It appears consistent that such vehicles are approaching from the 
North and frequently driven by non residents, thus have no awareness of the likely depth. The 
existing Marker Post is only visible from the southerly approach. 
 
The committee recommends that the relative low cost (circa £100 plus installation) of providing a 
Depth Marker Post visible to drivers approaching from the North, could prevent considerable 
financial cost in deployment of emergency services.  
 
In extreme cases, vehicles caught in the flood waters have required Fire & Rescue assets from 3 
counties, some travelling up to 40-50 miles.  
 
As it relates to the River/Highway, this cost may be something that should be born by the EA or 
LCC Highways. 



 
 

 
 
 
At our meeting of 4 June 2021, the following proposals were recorded for consideration by the PC. 
These are not in anyway in an order of priority. 
 
Letter to local businesses re LGV/HGV movements 
 
The Committee recommends a letter to local businesses, who generate LGV/HGV traffic, 
requesting that vehicle drivers slow down to appropriate speeds with the village, essentially 
ensuring that Speed Limits are exactly that, not targets to achieve. 
The letter could also include a request that articulated vehicles from the North, .e.g. Treasure's and 
the Animal Feed business amongst others, only use Belvoir road to access the A52. There has 
been a noticeable increase in Treasure's vehicles transiting along Nottingham Road/High St.. 
 
Letter to local businesses re deliveries 
 
The committee further recommends communication with the management of the 'Village Store' and  
Queen St Coop to request scheduled deliveries outside of Schools arrival/departure times. 
Deliveries to both stores can cause considerable disruption if school busses are transiting the High 
St. 
 
Pavement Build Outs 
 
Pavement Build Outs should be adopted as a safety and traffic calming measure in Easthorpe and 
Bottesford.  



In Easthorpe, they could be included as part of the new development, to both calm traffic on the 
approach and improve the width of the footpath for pedestrians. 
In Bottesford, build-outs in select places on the High St would facilitate crossing points without 
having to step from behind parked cars 
 
The use of build outs would be in conjunction with the removal of the Centre White Line , which 
when used with other measures is proven to help reduce speeds. 
 
Village Gateways 
 
It recently came to the committee's attention that in the not too distant past, the PC has applied to 
LCC Highways for permission to install 'Planters' at the entrances to Bottesford. 
Planters alone are not effective, often merging with the undergrowth/background.  
 
Those at Normanton are a prime example. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Village Gateways must make a clear statement that the driving environment has changed, not 
simply be a small on-street planter, such as would be in a small town.  
 
Compare the lacklustre approach of LCC Highways here :  
https://leicestershirehighways.org.uk/traffic-schemes/village-gateway/ 
 
With the informative and explanatory approach of Somerset CC here:  
https://www.trafficchoices.co.uk/somerset/traffic-schemes/village-gateway-physical-
measures.shtml 
 
The Committee would like the PC to support a single 30 mph zone for all of Bottesford with 
appropriate Gateways. The introduction of Gateways to include Normanton and Muston on a rolling 
basis as funding streams permit. 
The single entrance to Easthorpe from the A52 to be included with the Bottesford proposals. 
 
 
Cycle Lane on Grantham Road 
 
The Committee would like to see an Advisory* Cycle lane along Grantham Road. Again this 
measure includes removal of the Centre White Line. This would facilitate safer cycling and 
encourage calmer driving behaviour. 
 
*A cycle lane bounded by a broken white line, which enables motor traffic to enter the cycle lane 
when legal to do so. 
 

 
 
 
 
A52 Improvements 
 
The Committee has so far failed to obtain sight of the Investigation/Survey seemingly carried out 
by HE last autumn on our stretch of A52. 
 
There appears to be a reluctance by HE  to carry out any small, low cost, works ahead of any 
major works that may be decades away. 
 



The Committee recommends the following courses of action for the PC to take forward with HE: 
 
Solid White Lines at Junctions 
 
Our A52 Junctions do not have solid white lines, yet other junctions, such as Watton, do. This is a 
dangerous inconsistency in road markings. 
 
Bottesford Bypass 

 
 
Whatton-in-the-Vale Bypass 

 
 
 
 
 



Provide Signs on both sides of the road approaching junctions 
 
Unless familiar with this stretch of road, it is very easy to miss the single Junction sign on the left, if 
looking to overtake an HGV for example and overtake, not realising that a major junction is coming 
up on the left. 
Combined with suitable application of double white lines, this would be a relatively low cost 
improvement at the junctions. 
 

 
 
 
Introduce a central turning lane, with appropriate double white lines, for the Muston Gap 
Junction.  
We are sure that all Councillors are aware that this is the only high use junction that does not have 
a suitable turn lane provided. A significant oversight not to have included it in the original 
Bottesford bypass plans. It has resulted in high speed traffic approaching from the West suddenly 
encountering stationary traffic, yet with no suitable warning. Inexplicably, they included a turn lane 
for the other Muston junction. 
 

 
 
 


