
Bottesford Tree Charter - Planting under the Treescape Fund 
 
This report sets out the planting proposals arising out of the Treescape Fund. We 
have been advised by our colleagues at Leicestershire County Tree Service that 
their bid for funds from the Government under the Treescape Fund has been 100% 
successful. This means that the joint proposals for tree planting within Bottesford can 
commence this financial year. 
 
For Bottesford a minimum of 47 standard sized trees (3 metres + in height) have 
been allocated plus an unspecified number of tree whips (probably over 200). The 
funds cover the trees, planting costs and 3 years maintenance. Therefore, the Parish 
will not have to contribute towards these trees. However, for those trees planted on 
Parish land we will have to maintain them after the 3-year period. The County 
Council have not yet clarified the mechanism for spending the Fund monies, but it is 
thought that a Service Level Agreement (SLA) would be the best mechanism to 
avoid the monies being paid to the Parish and then having to be transferred back to 
the County for doing the works. 
 
The initial planting priorities are: - 

 Verge side/hedgerow planting along the north side of Grantham Road up to 
the A52; 

 Verge side/hedgerow planting along Nottingham Road to the County 
boundary; 

 Creation of a copse at the eastern edge of the Village Hall Playing Field; 
 Individual trees to fill the gaps at the western edge of the Village Hall Field; 
 Some verge side planting along Normanton Lane; 
 Planting of individual trees within the built-up areas of the Parish where 

services are not a problem; 
 
Detailed surveys will take place over the next two months with most planting taking 
place in the new year. The fund must be spent in this calendar year. All trees will be 
indigenous to the UK. 
 
There will be scope to add to the planting programme if additional funds are 
available from other schemes. The county will send details of their own Free Tree 
Scheme which could be used to plant larger specimen trees. 
 
Clearly this is a major boost for the Tree Charter. It needs to be backed up by 
publicity and event management. Getting schools and organisations involved in 
planting together with VIPs wielding spades is important if we are to create a lasting 
legacy.  
 
However, the Treescape Fund, whilst being fantastic, must not be the end of the 
project. The Proposals agreed by the Parish at its last meeting are for 10 years plus 
and have specific projects which require agreement and financial support. The 
proposals maps are being kept in the Clerk’s Office and are available for the public 
to view. Further work is required to get landowners on board together with all the 
local charitable groups who can help deliver the plans. Sadly, despite sending 



personal emails to some individuals and organisations, getting a response is proving 
elusive.  
 
Cllr Charles Daybell        October 3rd 2021 


