
From: Conor McAllister  
Sent: 26 April 2022 16:51 
To: clerk@bottesford-pc.gov.uk; Bob Bayman <cllr.bobbayman@bottesford-pc.gov.uk>; 
cllr.bobsparham@bottesford-pc.gov.uk; cllr.brianmcinerney@bottesford-pc.gov.uk; Cllr. Tony Bennett 
<cllr.tonybennett@bottesford-pc.gov.uk>; cllr.leighdonger@bottesford-pc.gov.uk; 
cllr.anneablewhite@bottesford-pc.gov.uk; cllr.lorraineainscough@bottesford-pc.gov.uk; 
cllr.janebennett@bottesford-pc.gov.uk; Steve Whitby <sjwhitby@icloud.com> 
Cc: From: Helen Goral <helengoral@mpc.email>; David Cramer <david.cramer@jbm-solar.com> 
Subject: Belvoir Solar Farm - Bottesford/SAVE on site meeting follow up 
  
Hi All, 
  
Thank you to those of you who attended the onsite meeting last week to discuss the proposed Belvoir 
Solar Farm project, which was very helpful. 
  
We have taken on board your feedback and comments and reconsidered the area in question to the 
SW of Muston regarding further setback of the solar panels. 
  
Firstly, I would like to set the scene by saying that we have been through a very thorough iterative 
process in consultation with the local community including the parish council, SAVE group and other 
interested stakeholders to date, and so we are close to the limit of viability for this scheme.  The 
setback from Muston to the area in question is some 450 metres and there will be no ground floor 
views.  In planning terms this is more than sufficient to show we have mitigated the potential harm to 
visual receptors in this area, but we do of course want to work with you where we can.  Additionally, it 
is worth noting that on our other schemes, which are also near nice settlements, conservation areas 
etc. the setbacks to the nearest non-financially involved dwellings are considerably less than Belvoir 
(see list of examples below). 
  
Schemes highlighted green are 50MW (bar one 25MW) schemes approved in the last 36 months.   
Schemes in orange are in planning under consideration. 
You will see Belvoir at the bottom of the list.  The area in question is 450m from the nearest solar 
panels which is nearly double any other scheme through planning. 
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What we would propose in this instance is to remove an area of 7.5 acres and square off the field 
boundary with a new woodland block, which would link up with the existing hedgerows/tree lines to 
the north and south of the field in question, creating new ecological links and a screening barrier.  The 
rationale for positioning the new boundary / setback here is that it is at the highest point on that field 
at circa 48m AOD.  The land then gradually drops off to 44m AOD (at it’s lowest point) as shown by 
the elevation profile below.  The profile shows that as you move away from Muston (to the right hand 
side of the profile) the land descends.  Planting on the ridge line makes the most sense and will 
provide the maximum benefit in terms of screening to the residents of Muston. 
  



 
  

 
  
If you can please consider our proposal and revert with any comments that would be much 
appreciated.   
  
I will reiterate we firmly believe this is not a planning requirement, and as such we would need 
Bottesford PC to agree to adopt at least a neutral, if not support position on the planning file if we 
submit an amended layout plan to Melton Borough Council.  



  
Should you have any queries at all I am more than happy to discuss by email, phone or teams 
meeting, so please do not hesitate to get in touch and I look forward to hearing from you once you 
have collectively had a chance to consider our proposal. 
  

  Kind regards, 

  

Conor McAllister, MRTPI 

Senior Project Manager at JBM Solar 
  
Mobile +447384608280 
Web www.jbm-solar.com   
Email conor.mcallister@jbm-solar.com 
33 Broadwick Street, London, W1F 0DQ 
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