
ALICIA KEARNS MP
Member of Parliament for Rutland & Melton

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON S!71A OAA

Dear Resident,

When I stood for election I made a promise to do all I could to make the A52 Belvoir Road Junction at Bottesford

safer - it was the number one issue when knocking on doors in Bottesford.

That's why as soon as I was elected I lobbied Highways England to undertake a survey of the junction to
investigate what safety measures could be put in place to make it safer for all of our communities. I was pleased

that this took place quite quickly in May 2020 and was completed by November 2020.

However, when I received the list of suggested improvements, I found myself very disappointed, as I know the

Parish Council did as well. The proposed improvements just don't go far enough, and although I would take even a

small improvement as an immediate fust step, we all want to make this junction safer for the long term so any

improvements need to be within a larger strategy.

On Friday 17* June, I convened a meeting between Highways England and members of the Parish Council,
including the Bottesford Road Safety Advisory Committee. The meeting was productive in that we were able to

send a clear message that the proposals resulting from Highways England's Road Safety Survey ln2020 do not go

far enough and to challenge some of the thinking behind the proposals.

National Highways have resolved to review their road safety proposals based on more updated information, which
the Parish Council wili give them. While I am glad that haVe agreed to do so, I am sceptical that this will produce a

significantly diffbrent outcome, so I am looking at what more I can do to make the case for improvements. National
Highways have also made it clear that the main issue is funding and focusing their efforts on the junctions that their
data demonstrates are most dangerous.

Following on from the meeting, I have written to the Transport Secretary to ask if a rural weighting could be added

to the way in which funds are diskibuted to maintenance projects and to recognise that raw accident data should be

weighted against the size of the community around it - so in a rural community, you might have fewer accidents,

but actually based on population size and road use, it may be a disproportionately higher mrmber of accidents.

I am also going to assess the rationale and data behind the junction upgrades Highways England has agreed to, at

other points along the A52, to see if the same rationale could be applied to Bottesford and Muston. I will also be

looking at what the cost increase would be, to add lighting on the junction, to see if we as a community might be

able to raise the funding, and to understand the financial implications of a range of improvements.

I will do all I can to secure the safety improvements we rreed, and I am very grateful to the Road Safety Advisory
Committee and Parish Council for all that they're doing.

If you feel as strongly as I do about upgrading this junction, please email info@highwaysengland.co.uk or write to

them at: Highways England, National Traffic Operations Centre, 3 fudgeway, Quinton Business Park,

Birmingham, B32 lAF.

Kind regards

l-lL^" /"*---
AliciaKeanrs MP
Member of Parliament for Rutland and Melton


