
BOTTESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Minutes 

 
Date: 07 April 2021 Time: 19:00 

 
The meeting was held on Zoom due to the ongoing Covid 19 situation.  
 
Attendance: 5 members attended. 
 Bernard Carey (BC) Chair  Brian McInerney (BM)   Jane Bennett  (JB) 
 Anne Ablewhite (AA)  Matt Reid (MR)   
  
Items 
 
1) Apologies: Colin Love (CL)      
 
2) Approval of previous Minutes:  Approved 
 
3) Any declarations of interest in items on the agenda: 
 
 No declarations of interest. 
 
4) Public session : No members of the community in attendance.  
 
5) Members updates:  BC reported that:  
 
There had been little or no response from emails sent to various agencies since the beginning of 
the year, requiring follow up emails to be sent. 
 
The VAS formerly sited on Belvoir Road has been successfully moved to Normanton. At the 
moment, BC is paying weekly visits to check the setup of the sign as there are several features 
that are available within the software package, that may or may not be actually available with that 
device. For example, different options of how and what data is recorded. 
 
The new VAS has been ordered but no delivery date is currently available. 
 
6) Villages: 
 
Muston: Aside from the well known problems of the Muston Gap A52 junction, it is believed that 
the only significant concern there is potential speeding on Church Lane. This will be looked into 
once the new VAS arrives. 
 
Easthorpe:  Known concerns here are centred upon vehicle speeds and a lack of suitable 
footpaths, some being nonexistent or of very limited width. It was felt that this was a prime example 
of LCC Highways not fulfilling their remit regarding planning applications. 
The typical response from Highways to a multiple housing planning application is simply "There 
have been no personal injury collisions on XXXXX Road within the last five years and as such the 
LHA has no pre-existing highway safety concerns."  
Such a comment is clearly disregarding foreseeable future risk which would be a breach of legal 
responsibility in many circumstances. There never appears to be any due regard to the impact of 
the additional vehicles and pedestrians that will result from the development, especially regarding 
pedestrians. 
 
Normanton: The data from the VAS, and personal observations made by BC while attending to 
the sign, have confirmed some recent comments. Compared to the data obtained on Belvoir Road, 
the VAS is detecting frequent excess speeds of 40-50 mph, at all times of the day, with the highest 
speed to date being 60mph. Typically, the 85%ile speed favoured by Highways statisticians is 



approximately 35mph. Highways would see this as an improvement, since their data for 2017 
showed it as 40mph. But since statistics are easily manipulated to support a particular point of 
view, the reliance on 85%ile ignores the number of excessive speeders. Most hours of the day, 
there are one or more vehicles travelling through Normanton at 45-50 mph. Only the number of 
people significantly under the limit reduce the 85%ile. 
 
At one point, BC was downloading VAS data and 3 large gravel trucks passed, accelerating out of 
Normanton, but had to stop due to a parked Royal Mail vehicle and oncoming traffic. The software 
displayed they reached 34mph before stopping. This shows that build-outs could be effective. 
 
Bottesford:  Whilst there are still some calls for a Zebra Crossing on the High St, the committee 
have due regard to the dangers of simply transferring any hazard to a different position along that 
stretch of road. 
The number of vehicles being parked partly on pavement or grass verges was also acknowledged 
as a problem, impeding pedestrians, especially parents with buggies or those with mobility 
scooters. 
There was considerable discussion of the key pinch points, especially the number of H/LGVs 
making deliveries and the increase in school traffic. 
Much discussion took place regarding what could be changed and what was dictated by other 
factors. 
Changes made to High School closing time appear to have resulted in significant increase in 
numbers of waiting parents for the Primary School.  
Again, it was felt that LCC Highways had not reasonably foreseen increased traffic requirements 
and the effect it would have, for example when LCC completely changed the demographic of the 
High School, adding 2 more year groups. 
 
Common problems across villages: Hedges obstructing paths, cars on paths, lack of footpaths 
in places and no warning signs where there are no footpaths.. 
 
Decisions:  
 
All committee members to provide BC with their observations and proposals in the next few weeks, 
so that he can compile a comprehensive list of proposals across the parish, ahead of producing a 
report for the PC. 
 
Easthorpe should be considered for s106 contributions to improve pathways. This could include 
widening the footpath along Manor Road, if necessary by reducing the carriageway at some spots 
and/or replacing existing hedgerows. 
 
The VAS to remain at Normanton at present, to provide greater depth and breadth of data. 
 
The perceived lack of due diligence by LCC Highways, regarding foreseeable problems resulting 
from developments, should be formally communicated to MBC and LCC. There may be some DfT 
criteria they are following which is beyond their control. 
 
 
7) A52 & Junctions 
 
There has been one recent accident on the A52, that was known of, at the Muston Gap junction.  
This will be reviewed at the next meeting which is primarily to discuss the A52 matters. 
 
9) Confirm Next Meeting date/time 
 
Next meeting scheduled for 19:00 on 5th May 2021, on Zoom. 
 
 
Bernard Carey 
Committee Chair 


