
BOTTESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
ROAD SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Minutes 

 
Date: 02 June 2021 Time: 19:00 

 
The meeting was held at the Old School Meeting Rooms  
 
Attendance: 5 members attended. 
 Bernard Carey (BC) Chair Anne Ablewhite (AA) Colin Love (CL)   
 Brian McInerney (BM)  Jane Bennett  (JB) 
 
Items 
 
1) Apologies:   Matt Reid (MR)   
 
2) Approval of previous Minutes:  Approved 
 
3) Any declarations of interest in items on the agenda: 
 
 No declarations of interest. 
 
4) Public session : No members of the community in attendance.  
 
5) Members updates:   
 
The new VAS has arrived and is ready to deploy, having been set up by USB connection. 
However, there is a problem with Bluetooth connection. The manufacturer is aware of a Bluetooth 
issue with some recently manufactured signs and a software update is about to be released. When 
this is received and installed, the sign will be place out. 
 
Correspondence with both Highways England and LCC Highways has continued to be a problem, 
with repeated follow-ups. 

The answer to keeping pathways clear of overgrowth was located on the LCC website, under 
'Edging back requests'. 
Edging back mean ‘pushing back’ overgrown verge which has spread and narrowed the existing 
footway and is usually done between October and March when the ground is softer. 
Resources are directed at priority sites. For example, where concern is raised that the footway 
width is reduced so much that it is making it difficult for parents with pushchairs or wheelchair 
users to pass. 

The Committee has been made aware that in certain quarters it was felt that progress was too 
slow. After considerable discussion, the response from the members was that the committee is 
dealing with issues going back decades; if there are to be successful resolutions to such 
longstanding problems, each must be fully researched and justified. 
 
6) Villages 
 
Reviewing past discussions, the following actions were decided upon: 
 
CL to draft a letter for consideration by the PC, intended for all relevant businesses, requesting that 
LGV/HGV drivers drive considerately and not inappropriately at the speed limit. 
 
BC to draft a letter for consideration by the PC, intended for all relevant businesses, requesting 
that HGV deliveries are not made at school arrival/departure periods. 
 



BC to submit for PC  formal consideration, the following proposals: 
 

 Pavement build-outs in Bottesford & Easthorpe 
 Cycle Lane on Grantham Road 
 Actual traffic calming 'Gateways' at the village entrances, as described by the Dept for 

Transport in 'Local Transport Note 1/07'. 
 

The issue of traffic congestion at school departure time requires further discussion and enquiries, 
including informal investigation of School Roll projections in the coming years. the Increasing 
population of Bottesford and having school pupils coming in from elsewhere in the Vale and 
further, will only exacerbate the situation and a long term solution must be proposed. 
 
7) A52 
 
While the Committee has endeavoured to engage with Highways England (HE) over the past 8 
months, there is considerable frustration at the lack of response to enquiries. 
 
The committee acknowledges that HE have conducted studies on the safety of the A52 however 
the results have not been made available, despite repeated enquiries.  
 
The committee appreciates that some options will be extremely expensive and that the cost would 
have to be justified, however, other mitigations would be cost effective. The Bottesford stretch of 
road is poorly signed and road marked compared to equivalent stretches such as Whatton bypass. 
 
Recommendations to the PC to consider presenting to HE: 
 

 Modify the Muston Gap Junction to include a Turn Lane. 
 Provide duplicated signage for junctions, placed on the opposite side of the road. 
 Provide Solid White Lines at the junctions, as used at Whatton Junction 

 
 
 

BC will provide explanatory notes on the above recommendations for Councillors information 
 
 
 
 
 
9) Confirm Next Meeting date/time 
 
Next meeting scheduled for 19:00 on 7 July 2021 
A decision on whether to hold an August meeting will be confirmed in July. 
 
 
Bernard Carey 
Committee Chair 


