
BOTTESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
ROAD SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Minutes 

 
Date: 1 Sep 2021 Time: 19:00 

 
The meeting was held at the Old School Meeting Rooms  
 
Attendance: 7 members attended. 
 
 Bernard Carey (BC) Chair  Colin Love (CL) Anne Ablewhite (AA)  
 Brian McInerney (BM)   Matt Reid (MR) Jane Bennett (JB) 
 Mark Lethbridge (ML) 
Items 
 
1) Apologies:  None   
 
2) Vote for Chairperson  As it was 1 year since the first on-line meeting BC opened the 
meeting by asking for nominations to be Chairperson. Those present agreed that BC should 
continue as Chair for the coming year.   
 
3) Approval of previous Minutes:  Copies of the previous minutes were read and agreed.  
 
CL raised some Matters Arising from the minutes. 
He reported that the relining at Belvoir Rd/A52, which he had mentioned in July, was still 
outstanding. This was noted. 
After some 10+ minutes of circular discussion of other matters, BC declared that everything had 
been sufficiently covered and the meeting must move on as none of the meeting's business had 
yet been discussed. 
CL departed from the meeting. 
 
4) Any declarations of interest in items on the agenda:   No declarations of interest. 
 
5) Public session : No Public present. 
 
5) Members updates:   
 
BC reported that ML had been approved by the PC as a Committee Member and would now be 
recorded as such. 
 
The new VAS continued to be moved location every few weeks and after a period on Belvoir Road, 
was now back at Grantham Road. The Readings from Belvoir Road, at face value, do not seem 
excessive, but closer examination shows that the 85%ile figure is suppressed by over 50% of 
vehicles being in the mid 20mph range. There were some intermittent problems with the Bluetooth 
connection to download the sign, but that is an ongoing matter. 
 
Due to various administrative matters, the PC letter to HE, now National Highways, had not yet 
been sent. 
 
BM reported back that MBC had offer to engage a 'Road Safety Consultant' on behalf of the PC, 
but would require £10K towards the cost. To be discussed   
 
The Letter to the Village Store had resulted in a change of delivery timings, outside of School 
Arrival/Departure period. 
 
7) Villages 
 



The Committee discussed the MBC proposal to appoint a Road Safety Consultant, to research 
concerns and make observations to formulate recommendations. The C'ttee felt this would be a 
considerable expense with little to be gained since data was already being obtained using the 2 
Vehicle Activated Signs. Previous experience with Consultants had not been good, and now that 
ML had joined the C'ttee we had a Traffic Professional in our midst. 
  
Unanimous recommendation that the PC reject the services of a Consultant. 
  
BC reported that he would provide a summary of the data from the Speed Signs over the past few 
months. The 'old' sign in the 40 zone on Grantham Rod had been facing incoming traffic for some 
time. As the 'new' sign was detecting people exceeding 40 outbound, while still in the 30 zone near 
the skate park, he intended to rotate the sign to monitor outgoing traffic and also inhibit the Display. 
This would enable the C'ttee to monitor outgoing speeds without the sign display being a deterrent. 
 
Further discussion about Sect 106 monies and the longstanding problems over how it has been 
handled at PC and MBC level. Timescales did not seem appropriate for decisions to be made and 
the PC were adamant that they were not suitably informed as part of the planning process. 
 
LCC Highways often claim that no response has been received from the PC over such matters, yet 
the PC for their part have no record of any incoming correspondence.  
 
Decision - The C'ttee should use Freedom of Information requests if it continues to be 
difficult to get information from government departments or agencies. 
 
8) A52 
 
BC recounted a recent incident he had on dashcam of a BMW dangerously speeding towards the 
Muston Gap and narrowly avoiding an accident. 
 
The recent social media posts by our MP, Alicia Kearns were discussed from two aspects. 
"I promised to upgrade safety measures at the A52 junction at Bottesford.  
This is happening. Highways England has completed surveys. Scheme options are being 
developed and construction is likely to begin next financial year if funding is approved." 
 
What does our MP know about A52 plans which National Highways have avoided tell the PC about 
and why is she announcing her involvement in A52 improvements in a neighbouring MPs 
constituency?  
 
Decision - BC to draft an email for approval at next weeks PC meeting, inviting our MP to 
elaborate on these posts, either in writing or in person at a PC or Road Safety C'ttee 
meeting. 
 
 
8) Confirm Next Meeting date/time 
 
Next meeting will be 6 October 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bernard Carey 
Committee Chair 


